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1. Global commitment to promoting sustainable agricultural 

supply chains

2. Strategy for Sustainable Food Systems, MIDORI

3. Food industry action and government support

4. Enhanced Linkages between Private sector and Small-scale 

producers (The ELPS Initiative)

5. Sustainable Wood Use and International Cooperation
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Global commitment to promoting sustainable agricultural supply chains

2023 April G7 Agriculture Ministers’ Communique (excerpt), under Japanese presidency

25. We recognise that there are different rules, voluntary guidelines and private-sector standards addressing 

responsible and sustainable agricultural supply chains and the need for coherent understanding and 

complementary approaches while recognizing different national circumstances. We reaffirm our 

commitments to promote the continued transition to sustainable agricultural supply chains and increase 

our support for sustainable supply chains that decouple agricultural production from deforestation and 

forest degradation in this regard. 

✓ Sustainable food systems require equal attention to economic, social, and 

environmental sustainability, and it is necessary to enhance both 

sustainability and productivity.

✓ It is essential to address a wide range of challenges along the entire value 

chain, from production to consumption.

✓ Effective responses require global cooperation among a wide range of 

stakeholders from public & private sectors and international organizations, 

combining public policies with private voluntary actions and various 

mechanisms such as third-party certification schemes.



KPI: 100% Sustainable sourcing for import materials in 2030
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Food industry action and government support (1)

✓ Establishment of multiple initiatives

✓ Public-private Roundtable on Sustainable Food Production and 

Consumption (2021-); ESG/Human Rights Working Group (2022-)

✓ Food Supply Chain Public-private Partnership Platform (2022-)

✓ Development of multiple guidebooks based on international principles

✓ Guidebook for Respecting Human Rights in Food Enterprises (2023)

✓ Guidance on Sustainable Management for Food Industry (2023)
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Food industry action and government support (2)
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✓ Promotion of collaboration with raw material producing countries

✓ Support for obtaining international certifications and establishing 

traceability in producing countries to improve local producers’ 

incomes.

✓ For example, Japanese chocolate industry stakeholders and experts 

have been dispatched to Ghana to hold workshops with local 

suppliers, cocoa producers, the local government, and NGOs, as 

well as to conduct technical training sessions for local farmers. 

(2022-)



Cooperation with the IFAD: The ELPS Initiative
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✓ While an increasing number of companies are taking initiatives to building 

sustainable supply chains, many companies face difficulties, especially in 

developing countries, where they do not have networks with small producers, and 

their initiatives do not proceed smoothly.

✓ In April 2023, the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF, Government 

of Japan) announced the launch of ‘Enhanced Linkages between Private sector and 

Small-scale producers (ELPS)’ as a G7 Presidency’s initiative, implemented by 

International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD).

✓ By matching the extensive networks that IFAD has cultivated in rural areas in 

developing countries since its foundation with the needs of private sector in 

developed countries, Japan aims to contribute to building sustainable supply chains.

✓ The first pilot project will be launched shortly…



For more information, please contact: 

Rick Van Der Kamp,           r.vanderkamp@ifad.org

Shingo Futami,                      s.futami@ifad.org

IFAD Japan Liaison Office, japanliaison@ifad.org
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International Cooperation on

Sustainable Forest Management and Wood Use

✓ With a long history of using wood in its culture, Japan has been promoting 

sustainable forest management and wood use worldwide for many years.

✓ Japan has supported 173 technical cooperation projects in the forest and 

forestry sectors through JICA. (2023)

✓ Japan has actively addressed illegal logging and related trade through 

collaboration with ITTO & FAO and at the APEC Expert Group (EGILAT).

✓ To combat illegal logging, Japan also introduced the Clean Wood Act for 

promoting the distribution and use of legally harvested wood and wood 

products. (2023 revised)
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