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North Karelia



Forest resources and expertise



Sustainable targets for 2030



Timeline of our strategic work
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Unique collaboration and expertise

European Forest Institute – EFI HQ 

Natural Resources Institute Finland (Luke) 

Finnish Forest Centre

University of Eastern Finland –UEF

Karelia University of Applied Sciences

Riveria Vocational Education & Training

Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE)

Business development: Joensuu Science Park, 
regional business development organisations
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Our circular forest bioeconomy cluster 

Forests & Photonics

Forest information solutions

New biobased products

Renewable energy production

Advanced wood products

Forest technology

Distributed biorefining

Industrial symbioses

Wood construction Natural products



Case North Karelia –
summary – key factors

• Long term strategical work

• Unique collaboration and expertise

• Sustainable use of our own natural
resources

• Creating new and innovative solutions

• Strong will on regional level (incl. Political)

• Positive impacts to economy, environment, 
climate and balanced regional development

• Implement the global, EU and national
targets



North Karelia – Nagano/Ina

Started 10/2019 – Nagano/Ina –
MoU signed in North Karelia 
Covid 19 cancelled physical
meetings -> on line meetings : 
collaboration meetings 2020 (4) + 
Leaders meetings (1-2)
Scheduled orientation
Active actors (regional network, 
incl. Business)
Participation to events (0n line)
Topics: forestation, education and 
forestry, UN SDG:s/ Climate



ThankYou!

risto.poutiainen@pohjois-karjala.fi


