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“First year of the EU-Japan EPA shows growth in EU exports”
European Commission Press Release, 31 January 2020

In the first 10 months following the implementation of the agreement, 

EU exports to Japan went up by 6.6% compared to the same period 

the year before.

Certain sectors have seen even stronger export growth over the same 

period:

- Meat exports increased by 12%, with a 12.6% increase for pork exports, 

and frozen beef exports have more than tripled.

- Dairy exports were up by 10.4% (including a 47% increase in butter 

exports).

- Beverage exports went up by 20%, with 17.3% growth in wine exports.

- Leather articles exports and apparel have seen an increase of 14% 

and 9.5%, respectively.

- Electrical machinery exports, such as telecommunications equipment, 

storage devices and electronic circuits went up by 16.4%.
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Japan's Import from EU 
(January to November 2019)

Food products Raw materials Chemical products Machinery Electric equipment All transport equipment Other
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Japan’s Top 10 Import 

from EU 
(Year 2018, in terms of import value)
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1 Medicine / 

Pharmaceutical

2 Automobiles

3 Organic compounds

4 Scientific Optical

equipment

5 Motors

6 Bags

7 Electrical measuring 

instruments

8 Meat

9 Clothing / Apparel

10 Aircraft-related

Examples of EU products 

whose import increased markedly 

during the first 6 months after EPA 
(as compared to the same period in previous year)

(Source: Ministry of Finance, Trade Statistics of Japan)

70.7% 

up

16.8% 

up

11.2% 

up

11.2% 

up

8.2%

up

7.7% 

up
6,9% 

up

(Source: JETRO’s EPA / TPP11 seminar held in Osaka on 8 October 2019)
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Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan

Japan’s imports from EU

& EPA Preferential Utilisation Rate (Feb ‐ Sept 2019)

Reporter
(A)

Partner
(B)

Year
（C）

Month
(D)

Imports from partner in value
Preferential
Utilisation

Rates
(F/E)

Total
imports (x1000YEN)

(E)

FTA 
Preferential
imports (F)

Japan EU 2019 Feb 216.936.242 77.192.853 35,6%

Japan EU 2019 Mar 201.184.022 92.042.113 45,8%

Japan EU 2019 Apr 251.603.221 133.973.519 53,2%

Japan EU 2019 May 229.188.370 122.082.568 53,3%

Japan EU 2019 Jun 195.398.311 107.309.646 54,9%

Japan EU 2019 Jul 252.857.735 134.971.471 53,4%

Japan EU 2019 Aug 215.869.561 131.482.783 60,9%

Japan EU 2019 Sep 237.283.006 135.735.767 57,2%

Total 1.800.320.468 934.790.720 51,9%
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Total number of companies who responded to the survey = 984

Rate of EPA utilization 

by Japanese companies

Source: Japan Customs Association, “Survey of EPA utilisation” (1 November 2019)
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Source: Survey by Eurochambres + European Committee of the Region (Published on 21 November 2019)

Attractiveness of EU FTAs 

felt by EU companies
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Main challenges felt by EU companies

Source: Survey by Eurochambres + European Committee of the Region (Published on 21 November 2019)
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Support measures for European companies

Practical Information on EU-Japan EPA

EU-Japan EPA Helpdesk
https://www.eu-japan.eu/epa-helpdesk

operated by

https://www.eu-japan.eu/epa-helpdesk
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EPA ‘Factsheets’ by theme
https://www.eubusinessinjapan.eu/tags/epa-helpdesk-publication
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EPA ‘Webinars’ by theme
https://www.eu-japan.eu/epa-helpdesk
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Ask your questions via Helpdesk

You can send EU-Japan EPA inquiries to: 

epahelpdesk@eu-japan.eu

Frequently-Asked-Questions 
https://www.eubusinessinjapan.eu/library/question-answer?field_category_value=EU-Japan+EPA
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Support measures for European companies

Get Ready for Japan via our programmes

“Get Ready for Japan”
2-week training course in Japan on Japanese business environment & culture

https://www.eu-japan.eu/events/get-ready-for-japan-training-programme

“Business Missions” by theme
1-week thematic mission to Japan (e.g. biotech, food) including B2B meetings

https://www.eu-japan.eu/business-missions-japan



EU Gateway (EU-funded business missions to Asia) 
https://www.eu-gateway.eu/
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Support measures for European companies

Get Ready for Japan via our programmes

Temporary working space & logistical support 
at EU-Japan Centre’s office in Tokyo (for EU SMEs)

https://www.eu-japan.eu/logistical-support-step-japan   



Thank you !

Domo Arigato Gozaimashita

どうもありがとうございました


